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Preface
This special issue addresses an urgent theme in African rural development: the con-
sequences of the HIVIAIDS epidemic for African agriculture and rural livelihoods. It
reports on research that has been carried out by researchers affiliated with Wageningen
University during the past five years. Most of the contributors are PhD students of the
African Women Leaders in Agriculture and the Environment (AWLAE) Project. This project
represents the fruits of a collaboration between AWLAE, Winrock International (WI), and
Wageningen University and Research Centre (WUR). AWLAE is a pan-African program-
me that aims at training women professionals in the fields ofagriculture and environ-
ment, to redress the existing gap between male and female representation in professions
relating to these fields. AWLAE was founded by Winrock International in 1989. Its
headquarters are in Nairobi, Kenya. It is now an independent NGO called AWLAE-Net,
with chapters in many African countries.
Between AWLAE, WI, and WUR a project was formulated that was submitted for
funding to the Directorate General for International Cooperation (DGIS) of the Nether-
lands Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The Ministry agreed to fund 20 PhD scholarships at
Wageningen University and the additionalleadership-for-change training for 20 women
from II African countries. The PhD research projects address aspects of the theme of the
role ofwomen in food systems in Africa and the gendered impacts of HIVIAIDS on food
security and rural livelihoods in Sub-Saharan Africa. By the end ofApril 2003 the first
scholars of the first cohort were coming to Wageningen.
The following AWLAE scholars contributed to this special issue: Susana Akrofi
(Ghana), Joyce Challe (Tanzania), Rose Fagbemissi (Benin), Kidist Gebreselassie (Ethio-
pia), and Faith Nguthi (Kenya). Through the work of its scholars and their supervisors,
the AWLAE Project attracted other Wageningen researchers and PhD students also
working on the theme of HIVIAIDS impacts on agriculture and rural livelihoods in Sub-
Saharan Africa. We asked three of them to contribute to the present issue too. They are:
Valerie Githinji (USA), Michael Misiko (Kenya), and Esther Wiegers (Netherlands).
Together the contributions address a number ofaspects ofwhat is currently happening
in agriculture and rural livelihoods in communities with a high prevalence of HIVIAIDS.
Except for the contribution of Esther Wiegers, which looks at the implications of HIVI
AIDS for the agricultural sector in the most affected countries, the contributions present
micro-level research findings, yielded by a mix ofquantitative and qualitative methods
of data collection. If these contributions show anything, it is that HIVIAIDS impacts
are diverse and highly contextual. In their discussion of recent findings, including those
reported in this issue, in the first article the guest editors address this diversity ofeffects,
the interaction of HIVIAIDS effects and poverty, and people's emic views on the causes
and consequences of HIVIAIDS. We hope that this special issue will contribute to a more
in-depth understanding ofwhat farmers and rural households are confronted with in
communities hit by HIVIAIDS and how they respond to the challenges.
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